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The North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra is comprised of stellar musicians from 
Mississippi,  Alabama, Tennessee and Arkansas.  When formed in 1971, the idea that a 
symphony orchestra of this caliber could survive in a town of 35,000 people was a dream.  
Fifty-two years later, the orchestra doesn’t just exist, but thrives, and is known as the very 
best of its kind providing a positive impact across the region.  Tupelo, Mississippi is one of 
the smallest towns in America with a professional orchestra and it takes corporate donors 
willing to invest in the region’s cultural development to sustain this level of programming 
of professional music.  Along with an annual concert series, the symphony’s community 
outreach provides programs that make music available to everyone.  In-school music 
curriculum, free concerts and concerts geared toward those with special needs insure 
that music and its vast benefits are available to people of all ages, races and backgrounds.  
Music is uplifting and it gives those who play it and those who listen to it a way to feel and 
express their emotions in a positive way. Music is a catalyst for change, connection and 
engagement and is vital to a thriving economy.  The North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra 
needs your support to provide the magic of music to our community.

The North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra is dedicated to providing high quality, 
professional live music for the citizens of North Mississippi, strengthening the region 

through community outreach and partnerships, and increasing music education.

MISSION STATEMENT

A typical orchestral concert may be daunting to children and adults with 
special needs and their families.  With its commitment to bringing positive musical experiences 
to everyone, the North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra held its first Sensory-Friendly concert 
in 2018.  The concert, now held annually and free of charge, allows families with specials needs 
members the luxury of attending a concert together.  Accommodations are made for light, sound, 
length and formal setting of performance with a quiet room and on-hand therapists present to 
enhance the experience. 

MUSIC FOR EVERYONE
Sensory Friendly Concert

In 2010, the North Mississippi Symphony became a partner of the 
Carnegie Hall Link Up Education Program which pairs orchestras across the country with students 
in grades 3-5 to explore orchestral repertoire during school through a hands-on music curriculum.  
The program culminates with a concert where students sing and play recorder or violin with the 
orchestra from their seats.  Students also compose and perform their own pieces inspired by the 
orchestral music they study.  The program teaches and practices the concept of working together.  
Students learn to sing in different languages, play the recorder, understand rhythm and movement, 
and, perhaps most importantly, self-analysis and self-assessment.  The North Mississippi Symphony 
Orchestra’s Link Up Program serves the communities of  Tupelo, Pontotoc, Fulton, New Albany. 
Oxford and Cleveland students have also participated in this program.

NORTH MISSISSIPPI YOUTH ORCHESTRA
The NMSO believes that music can make a meaningful difference in everyone’s life and play an 
essential role in our development as human beings.  We strive to bring the transformative power 
of music to the widest possible audience and starting at an early age.  Students participating in the 
North MS Youth Orchestra experience music education in both an independent setting and group 
coordinated study.  After annual blind auditions, students are given music to prepare in anticipation 
of two day-long rehearsal camps under the direction of Maestro James Weil and at least three 
professional instructors, culminating in a live, full orchestral concert for their community. 

CHILDREN’S LINK UP PROGRAM
in partnership with Carnegie Hall Weill Music Institute

STEVEN BYESS
North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra Conductor

• Enhance your image as an active corporate citizen investing in the community
• Associate your corporation with excellence

• Create a quality of life that attracts assiduous employees and engaged businesses
• Reward your employees and clients

• Promote your company brand for a year at an affordable cost
• Connect to potential clients

• Invest in music education and expose students to the uplifting benefits
• Build a thriving community where your business can flourish

• Customize a benefit that best fulfills your company’s objectives

TOP REASONS FOR CORPORATE GIVING

For more information visit
www.nmsymphony.com



The strength of 
any sponsorship 

investment 
lies in the 

power of the 
experience 

and the passion of 
the audience.
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Please mail this form to: North Mississippi Symphony Orchestra • P.O. Box 349 • Tupelo, MS  38802


